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To prepare ourselves for the celebration of Easter in a few weeks we have been in a sermon series called 40 Days with Jesus.

In this series we are looking at a different major events in the life of Jesus and we have been told these stories from the perspective of first hand witnesses to these events.

If you would please turn in your Bibles to John chapter 2.

We began the series at Jesus’ baptism told to us by John the Baptist.

God the Father declares from heaven…This is my “beloved Son; with [whom] I am well pleased.” 

Jesus is then led by the Holy Spirit into the wilderness where for the next 40 days, Jesus fasts and prays, preparing Himself to the public ministry they lay ahead of him.

Last week we looked at Mark chapter 8 where Jesus, at the peak of His public ministry, askes His disciples “who do you say that I am”.

Peter responds in Mark 8:29 (AMP): “You are the Christ (the Messiah, the Anointed One). 

Jesus then turns his face toward Jerusalem…and the cross and in Mark 8 starting in verse 31 we read that Jesus…“began to teach [the disciples] that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders and the chief priests and the scribes and be killed, and after three days rise again. 32 And he said this plainly. 
Jesus explains just what kind of Messiah he was going to be. He would be one who follows the will of the Father no matter the cost.

And yes, the will of God at this point in time included suffering, rejection, and death. 

And if we are going to call Jesus Lord and savior, our Messiah, we must too must be willing to deny ourselves and take up our cross daily. 

Following Jesus requires far more than just “not sinning.” 

We must willing lay down our lives, submitting to the power and strength of our heavenly Father, and “follow” Jesus.

To truly follow Jesus means that He has become everything to you and you allow the Holy Spirit to have complete control of every area of your life.

And now we turn now to John chapter 2. Here in John chapter 2 we find the story of Jesus driving the money changers from the temple.

This story of Jesus cleansing the temple is found in all four of the gospels. John account comes at the beginning of Jesus’ ministry. 

The gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke record the second time Jesus cleanses the temple, this time during his final week before the cross.

Both accounts happen during the time of the Passover celebration. 

Because of Jesus’ role as Messiah, His bringing ceremonial cleanliness to the nation was logical at both the beginning and the end of His ministry.

In Mark’s account of Jesus cleansing the temple he records Jesus staying in the temple afterword’s teaching and Jesus see a widow offering her two pennies, all she has in worship.

This morning’s video is told from the perspective of a widow who was in the temple and watched as Jesus cleared out the money changers.

The details she gives however, come from our passage here in John chapter 2.

[Let’s watch our video.]

The woman in the video says she wasn’t afraid watching Jesus...she says it was like being rescued. 

For this widowed, single mom, that day in the Temple felt like she was being rescued from a den of robbers, money changer who charged a huge fee for their services and were taking advantage of those who had on other options.

The reason she and most likely a couple of million other people were in Jerusalem and on their way to the Temple was to celebrate the greatest rescue in the history of the Hebrew people to that point. 

They were in Jerusalem to celebrate the Passover holiday that remembered how God had rescued his people from slavery in Egypt so many centuries ago.

John alone tell us that Jesus was not only turning over the money tables and pouring the coins on the ground, but also was using a whip to drive out the animals and corruption. 

This episode made quite an impression on all who were in town for the Passover that year. I imagine there was a shocked silence as people waited to see what would happen next.
Let read this passage found in John 2:13-22: “The Passover of the Jews was at hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 

14 In the temple he found those who were selling oxen and sheep and pigeons, and the money-changers sitting there. 

15 And making a whip of cords, he drove them all out of the temple, with the sheep and oxen. And he poured out the coins of the money-changers and overturned their tables. 

16 And he told those who sold the pigeons, “Take these things away; do not make my Father’s house a house of trade.” 

17 His disciples remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your house will consume me.” 

18 So the Jews said to him, “What sign do you show us for doing these things?” 

19 Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” 

20 The Jews then said, “It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and will you raise it up in three days?” 

21 But he was speaking about the temple of his body. 22 When therefore he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this, and they believed the Scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken.” 

[bookmark: h.8f26fdiipm6q]It cannot be overstated how central both the Temple and the celebration of the Passover were to the people of God. 

N.T. Wright, a leading British New Testament scholar, writes, “The temple was the beating heart of Judaism. 
It wasn’t just a church on a street corner. It was the center of worship and music, of politics and society, of national celebration and mourning….

But, towering above all these, it was the place where Israel’s God had promised to live in the midst of his people. It was the focal point of the nation, and of the national way of life.”

The fact that our story takes place during the week of Passover meant that the city of Jerusalem and the Temple itself would have been heaving with people. 

Pilgrims from all over would have been crawling around the countryside trying to be a part of this annual celebration of the rescue of the people of God from Egypt in the events of the Exodus. 

The laws stated that those who lived within 15 miles of Jerusalem had to return to celebrate each year. 

Because the Jewish people were spread throughout the entire populated world by this time, it was customary for all Jews to make at least one pilgrimage back to the focal point of their heritage during their lifetime; back to Jerusalem, back to the Temple, back to bring a sacrifice, back to worship.

During the time of Passover it is estimated that over two million people would flock to the city to celebrate. 

With this in mind, our text begins by letting us know that Jesus was in town for such a time as this.

“The Passover of the Jews was at hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 

14 In the temple he found those who were selling oxen and sheep and pigeons, and the money-changers sitting there.”
[bookmark: h.2ay2xbz9hwck]
Without getting into too much detail, the Temple was divided into different sections that enabled different groups of people different levels of access depending on race, ethnicity, and gender. 

When initially walking through the gates of the Temple walls, one would enter a general area known as the Court of the Gentiles. 

In this area both Jews and Gentiles, men and women alike could find access and acceptance and a place to worship.

Those traveling to Jerusalem to celebrate Passover would have a destination of the Temple to offer a sacrifice and to give a monetary Temple offering. 

Because there were different qualifications for what made a sacrificial animal acceptable and what kinds of coins could be used for the Temple offering, kosher animals and appropriate coin exchanges were set up in the Court of the Gentiles to make it more convenient for people to participate in their ritual acts of worship. 

That is why we see the animal vendors and money changers. They were there to provide a service so that a person’s worship was up to acceptable kosher guidelines.

What had started as a service of convenience opportunity had turned into a scummy corruption orgy. 

God’s Temple and God’s glory had been stained by the vile practices of usury (enormous fees) and crooked business practices in the name of religion. 

The outer courts had even become a short cut through to the other side of town for some people. They crowed out those who had traveled to worship.

The reverence and awe of God was waning within the people who were into religious and ritualistic rhythms or routine. 

For many, it was about keeping a bunch of rules and making money without really having a heart toward God.

When Jesus entered into the outer gates of the Temple courts, the first thing he smelled was the stench of animals. 

The first thing he heard was the clatter of unscrupulous business practices. 

The first thing he saw was his Father’s House being turned from a place of prayer and worship into a den of robbers and thieves. 

The people of God needed rescuing again from the evil that had taken up residence in the House of God.

John 2:15-17 “And making a whip of cords, he drove them all out of the temple, with the sheep and oxen. And he poured out the coins of the money-changers and overturned their tables. 

16 And he told those who sold the pigeons, “Take these things away; do not make my Father’s house a house of trade.” 

17 His disciples remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your house will consume me.”
[bookmark: h.tlhe8q7hcwlh]
The righteous anger began to rise inside of Jesus. 

The people who had come to worship were being fleeced by those who were working the system; and the religious leaders of the Temple had endorsed it and were in on part of the take! 

This was injustice. This was oppression. This was unacceptable. 

And this made Jesus’ blood boil.

Let me just interject something here. Anger is often portrayed as a negative emotion, but the God who gave us our emotions expects us to be occasionally moved to anger. 

Jesus was angry because men were perverting the use of his Father’s house. 

How about you? Does child abuse make you angry? What emotions are fired off when you hear about human trafficking? 

If anger is nowhere on your radar, you might need to ask yourself why it isn’t! 

Righteous anger can be a great catalyst to getting us involved in causes we would otherwise ignore.

Jesus not only was cleansing the corruption from the Temple, he was making a statement by his actions. 

Many scholars believe he was making a Messianic (OT prophesies relating to the coming deliver) statement and fulfilling prophecies of old. 

[bookmark: h.n2zznarmigai]Such prophecies that come to mind with Jesus’ actions as a Messiah cleaning the House of God are like those in Jeremiah 7:1-15, Amos 5:21-25, and Isaiah 66:1-4.

These passages and others would have come to the minds of those in the Temple on that day and in reflection upon what took place by Jesus’ actions. 

When Jesus was cleansing the Temple he was not only removing corruption, but also was announcing in his actions that he was the long awaited Messiah. 

This is tied into what verse 17 states about the disciples remembrance.
17 His disciples remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your house will consume me.”

[bookmark: h.7nz2itsz80qb]This is a quote from Psalm 69:9 which was written by King David.
[bookmark: h.q6z1nos7785h]“For zeal for your house has consumed me, and the reproaches of those who reproach you have fallen on me.” Psalm 69:9

In the minds of his disciples, the Messiah was in their midst. 

The Messiah was turning over more than just tables, he was returning purity to the intent of the Temple, to have a place of worship and prayer. 

The Messiah was making a statement. The Messiah was making his move to right all the wrongs that unjustly had been imposed upon his people. 

He was about to rescue and lead them into a new day of victory.

Yes, this felt like being rescued. 

But Jesus was doing so much more than the people present could possibly understand. 

He was removing all barriers for prayer and worship for all people of all tribes and all nations. 

Soon there no longer would be a need for ritual in the worship when relationship with God was possible. 

From widows to wise men, all were about to have access to God because of the Messiah that would lay down his life as the ultimate sacrifice and pay the ransom price for their sin debt that separated them from Holy God.

Jesus’ actions caused a disturbance, but not enough to mandate the Roman authorities to come and settle the people into peace. 

Only the religious pick pockets had come to see who was disrupting their money making scam.

John 2:18-20 “So the Jews said to him, “What sign do you show us for doing these things?” 

19 Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” 

20 The Jews then said, “It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and will you raise it up in three days?”

[bookmark: h.umlzx3oqxlrk]Jesus had drawn a line in the sand. The Jewish authorities and religious leaders wanted to know by what authority he had done such a thing. 

They wanted a sign. 

Jesus gave them himself and a statement of foreshadowing that they could not wrap their minds around in the moment. 

To destroy the Temple that King Herod had started and took 46 years to build could not possibly be rebuilt in three days. 

This Galilean teacher must be mad. And his crazy talk drove the authorities insane on the inside to the point that they wanted to kill him. 

However, Jesus’ popularity would cause a mob scene that quickly would involve the Romans if things got out of hand. 

So the leaders bided their time. But they did not forget this moment. 

They would form new schemes; not for money extortion, but for this pseudo-messiah’s extinction.

The wheels began to be put in motion to make sure Jesus would be removed from the scene and strung up for all to see before being put away in the tomb and out of site once and for all. 

They thought, “The Temple will not fall, but Jesus will.” 

So, without knowing it, they were fulfilling the prophecies of old to bring forth the final rescue of all people from sin, death, Satan and hell.

John 2:21-22 “But he was speaking about the temple of his body. 22 When therefore he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this, and they believed the Scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken.”

[bookmark: h.gsjxlqetsr6]Hindsight is twenty-twenty. The passage of time brings understanding and clarity. Jesus was not talking so much about the stone and rock of the Temple; he was talking about himself. 

Destroy the Lamb of God as the substitutionary atonement sacrifice once and for all, and three days later, by the power of God, he will be raised back to fullness of life. 

The only way truly to cleanse the Temple was to become the Temple. 

The word became flesh. The Temple became flesh. He dwelt among us. By His Spirit we now live by His power. 

No matter how many times Jesus told his disciples what would happen and how clearly he would say it, they would not understand until after all was said and done. 

But now they understand; and so do we. There is no distinction between Jew or Gentile, male or female, slave or free. 

We all are one in Christ who have put our faith, hope and trust in Jesus for the forgiveness of our sins. 

Once we have received his forgiveness, mercy and grace, we are a new creation in Christ Jesus.

He has brought down all barriers to worship him in spirit and in truth. 

There are no “off-limits” when it comes to approaching God in worship with our lips, gifts, and lives. 

All are welcome to come near who call upon his name. God came near to his people. All can draw near in his name. 

Worship is accessible because Jesus made God approachable. A rescue from man’s system to a Savior is for all to experience from now on. 

We have indeed been rescued by the Son of God who was crucified, died, and rose on the third day.

Let’s prepare our hearts to celebrate this Easter. Christ’s provision for all to come and worship our Lord!
[bookmark: _GoBack]Benediction: The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you; the Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace.” (Num. 6:24-26) 
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